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ESTIMATES OF REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE 
Consideration of Tabled Papers 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

HON SAMANTHA ROWE (East Metropolitan) [5.10 pm]: Before we were interrupted by question time, 
I was commenting, in my budget reply speech, on the cost-of-living pressures faced by Western Australians. 
I also touched on the sale of the TAB and had just started making comments about public transport in this state. 
WA Labor takes public transport very seriously. It had a very comprehensive public transport policy at the last 
state election, in 2013, and it will have another comprehensive public transport policy document for the 2017 
state election. When it comes to public transport policy, the Barnett Liberal government has not done a lot to 
instil confidence in the public of Western Australia. The government took a very ambitious public policy 
platform to the 2013 election. At the time, it assured voters that it was fully funded and fully costed. Of course, 
we now know that that was not true. It promised to deliver two rail projects. It seemed to be reactive at the time 
to the Labor Party’s Metronet policy. It came out with a policy for Metro Area Express light rail; a $1.8 billion 
rail project that has slowly but surely turned into a bus service. It also said that the Forrestfield–Airport rail line 
would be delivered by 2018. That time line has blown out,  nevertheless it is still going ahead, which is really 
good. 
It is very difficult for the public to have any trust when it comes to the delivery of rail, particularly by the 
Liberal government, because it broke its promises around the Ellenbrook and MAX rail lines. We have seen the 
closure of the Fremantle train line and the government’s attempts to close tier 3 rail. It appears the government is 
really not interested in rail in this state. Our side of the house takes rail very seriously. We are very committed to 
our Metronet transport policy. We believe that we will be able to deliver that if we are successful at the 2017 
state election. We look forward to being able to deliver the Metronet policy. We believe that our Metronet policy 
is a coordinated and integrated transport planning policy. It includes some new rail lines as well as the removal 
of some dangerous level crossings. We hope to have better connectivity around bus cycles and also some new 
cycle lanes. It is a very important policy to the Labor Party. We think it will help thousands of 
Western Australians to commute, not just to work but also to university and to their leisure choices. 
The Labor Party believes that its Metronet policy will ease urban congestion. It will allow people to get out of 
their cars and onto public transport, which will free up our road network. Infrastructure Australia has made it 
very clear that Perth will have seven out of the 10 most congested roads in the country by 2031 if we do not start 
doing something now. Labor’s Metronet plan will ease congestion in this state. We have a number of priorities 
for how we will deliver Metronet. Obviously, one of them will be around completing the Forrestfield–Airport 
line; building rail lines to Ellenbrook, Morley, Yanchep and Byford; connecting the circle line linking our 
suburbs; and fixing some dangerous level crossings around Armadale, Midland and Fremantle. It has been 
costed. We will deliver Metronet in affordable stages. It is a huge infrastructure project. 
Hon Helen Morton: Is it dependent on Shorten winning the election? 
Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: I am glad the honourable member raised that because I was about to get to that. 
Hon Helen Morton interjected. 
Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: I disagree. Obviously we will be able to — 
Hon Helen Morton: Is Metronet dead in the water? 
Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: I think Metronet will happen and I think Bill Shorten will be our next 
Prime Minister. 
Hon Helen Morton: Is it dependent on him? 
Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: No, it is not. 
Hon Helen Morton: So you’re not going to get any federal funding for it? 
Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: I said it is not dependent. Obviously I cannot — 
Hon Alyssa Hayden interjected. 
Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: Has the Liberal Party got federal funding for its transport plan that has not yet been 
released? 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT (Hon Liz Behjat): Order! Hon Samantha Rowe has the call. 
Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: Have any of the Liberal Party’s transport plans been fully funded and fully costed? 
Several members interjected. 
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The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Samantha Rowe has the call and is the only person we need to hear 
from at the moment. 
Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: Thank you, Madam Acting President. I will continue with my contribution on 
Metronet. 
It is important that Western Australians have the opportunity to vote for the very coordinated and integrated 
public transport policy that the Labor Party has put together. We are yet to see what the Liberal government 
proposes around public transport. It is probably still some weeks away before we see that. As was alluded to, the 
federal opposition leader, Bill Shorten, has made a $1 billion commitment towards the Metronet project. That 
obviously would be great. It would be $760 million over the next four years and another $240 million available 
in 2020–22. That is certainly something that all Western Australians could look forward to. 

Over the last few months, and even late last year, the Labor Party held extensive community forums throughout 
the metropolitan area. It has received some fantastic feedback about the public transport policy that it is putting 
together. The Labor Party is certainly moving in the right direction with its Metronet offering. It will not only be 
state-of-the-art public transport but also create greater social equity outcomes and, along with that, local jobs in 
Western Australia. So far, the Labor Party is the only party that has a plan to ease congestion in our suburbs. We 
look forward to seeing what the Liberal government puts forward in its public transport policy. It will also be 
good to make sure that it is funded by Treasury and to know how it will work, but we will wait and see. 

As I am slowly running out of time, I would like to turn to the jobs issue, which I alluded to earlier in my 
remarks. Unfortunately, many constituents who have issues around unemployment come into my office. It is 
heartbreaking to see. Just last week someone came into my office in tears; she is around 60 years of age and just 
been made redundant. She was very upset because she felt that at her age, with her limited qualifications, it will 
be a real struggle for her to find new employment. She had been employed for seven to 10 years. The possibility 
of her going to TAFE or university to acquire new qualifications is probably slim, to be fair. She made the point 
that she did not want to rely on Centrelink but she probably does not have many options open to her at this stage 
because, for whatever reason, people do not look to employ people of a certain age and she is certainly feeling 
that pressure at the moment. She not only has the problem of trying to find new employment but also has to care 
for her unwell partner. She is certainly feeling the pressures around a slow job market here in WA. 

I think that example comes down to the fact that we have not been able to diversify our economy to prepare our 
labour force for the changes in this state following the mining boom and we have seen that sector contract. We 
have not been able to respond to that change, whether that means investing in education at an earlier level and 
looking at ways of diversifying our economy and looking at what industries will have opportunities for new 
employees. We then need to work backwards and ask: what education can we provide at primary school, high 
school and then at TAFE and university? We have to work back. My colleague Hon Adele Farina touched quite 
comprehensively on the cuts to TAFE. They are obviously putting increased pressure on those looking for 
employment. We have seen increases to TAFE fees, which are set to rise by another four per cent on top of the 
514 per cent rise since 2013. That is quite a lot for people to budget for. It means that some people will not go 
down that path. If they are not going down the TAFE path, they may not go down the university path, what is left 
for them? Where will they find a way to better qualify themselves to compete in this changing labour market? 

The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! There are quite a number of audible conversations. Could we just give 
Hansard the respect they are owed in relation to taking down the words that the members are speaking. Thank 
you. 

Hon SAMANTHA ROWE: Thank you, Madam Acting President. In my final few minutes I want to touch on 
the state economy and the dismal levels of debt and deficit we find ourselves with. As I stated in my opening 
remarks, it is pretty dismal that we are at this point of looking at our debt rising to $40 billion in 2018–19. 
Nearly everyone on this side of the chamber has probably made reference to that fact in their budget reply 
speech. I note also that not only members on this side feel this is a concern, but also people from BusinessNews 
here in WA find it concerning. At some point the government needs to realise that if we are not already at crisis 
point, we will reach crisis point. I refer to an article in BusinessNews Western Australia dated 19 May headed 
“Going backwards into an uncertain economic future” which states — 

… The recent state budget did little to convince voters the Barnett government is on the right track 
ahead of the 2017 election. 

Government budgets are always political documents with a smattering of economics, but even with this 
month’s state budget the last before next year’s poll it is the economics that really matter, because it 
shows Western Australia has officially gone into reverse. 

They are rather scathing comments by the journalist from BusinessNews. It is time this government looked at 
new ways to diversify our economy and provide new opportunities for people in this state to find secure, 
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meaningful employment. It is about time we started to see a vision from this government because we have seen 
very little so far. The people of WA deserve a clear, positive, long-term vision for this state for the next five, 10, 
15 and 20 years. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Hon Samantha Rowe. 
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